Child maltreatment is a complex global problem which remains difficult to study and respond to. Over the last decade we have seen considerable interest by governments globally in learning the lessons from different countries and comparing experiences as systems are adapted and refined. In turn we have begun to see a growing body of literature that has started to provide data and insight into areas such as prevalence rates and developing models of safeguarding as they emerge across an expanding range of countries (for example, Leung et al., 2008; Schmid and Patel, 2016; Fang et al., 2015) .
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The dearth of international literature comparing approaches to safeguarding children demonstrates how challenging it is to undertake research in this field and draw crossnational comparisons of models of child protection (Munro et al., 2011) . The difficulty has largely arisen from a lack of common definitions and inconsistency in the way in which child maltreatment is classified, reported, recorded and managed. Yet, we remain interested in this as we also know that the type of model adopted within a country can have a significant impact upon the response subsequently made to children with safeguarding needs. As developing countries look to borrow or import models from overseas, questions are raised attitudes toward the use of corporal punishment and other humiliating upbringing practices across both countries, finding interesting differences. The authors speculate that the differences found may be due to differences in culture or context. That finding ends this special issue as it started, highlighting the importance of cultural context in the development and implementation of different approaches to safeguarding children.
This special issue brings to our attention issues relating to the different models of child protection that have been adopted by different countries and the complexity in the process of adapting models to fit different cultural contexts. It questions the usefulness and validity of attempts to impose international standards (Walker-Simpson, 2017) and how different models can result in different responses to children (Berrick et al., 2017) . This special issue highlights how difficult cross-national studies are to conduct. It covers a wide range of topics and yet produces some common learning points for practitioners, academics and policymakers. It leaves us firstly with the view that cultural knowledge is of the utmost importance to make decisions about the transferability of models (Walker-Simpson, 2017 ).
Secondly it seems as if governments should be aware of cultural context in child protection to ensure cultural appropriate reforms, policy and legislation (Lin, 2017; Van der Kooij, 2017) as even corporal punishment seems to be more related to culture and context, than other socio-economic factors (Ellonen, 2017) . Lastly, pilot studies where a participatory action research approach is adopted could be useful (Walker-Simpson, 2017 ) to promote culturally acceptable child protection outcomes.
